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MEETING SUMMARY

The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Flammable Vapor
Ignition was formed by the Gas Research Institute (GRI) to
provide technical oversight of the development of a test
methodology to screen water heater resistance to igniting
flammable vapors. The methodology will be provided to the ANSI
721 water heater subcommittee and others for use in developing a
standard test method for flammable vapor ignition resistance. The
TAG consists of a number of experts representing the gas-fired
water heater manufacturing industry, the natural gas utilities,
GRI's Research and Development staff, and the CPSC. The
methodology is being developed by Arthur D. Little, Inc., {(ADL)
under contract to GRI.

The purpose of this meeting was to review the draft report
Flammable Vapor Test Methodology Development for Gas-Fired Water
Heaters. In discussion, the Water Heater Industry Joint Research
and Development Consortium ('the Consortium'), which consists of
gseveral water heater manufacturers, stated that in about six
months they will be able to discuss specific product plans with
individual utilities. The Consortium will solicit utility input
on design options. A non-Consortium water heater manufacturer
reported that they are continuing work to design water heaters to
resist vapor ignition.

A number of utilities present expressed satisfaction with
the work done to date. However, they expressed concern that they
have not been provided information on the designs being
considered, and are anxious that product certification work begin



as socn as possible.

The final report will be published in July, 1996. At that
time, the Technical Advisory group will digband. GRI will,
however, continue to test water heaters and will support the ANSI
721 Water Heater Flammable Vapors Working Group which will
develop recommended standard requirements to be included in the
ANSI water heater standard.

CPSC staff was asked if there have been reductions in the
number of water heater accidents attributed to ignition of vapors
since the last report. Staff responded that the data would not
yvet reflect recent activities, but that staff will consider re-
examining the issue as part of the FY 1997 project. Staff
reported that it continues to view progress as satisfactory.
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